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CUSTOMER NO, 26694 


U.S. PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C, 20231 

Sir: 

An Office Action dated December 5, 2001, together with a 
copy of the reference cited therein was received at the 
correspondence address of record of the undersigned on 
January 29, 2002. The shortened statutory period to respond 
was set to expire March 5, 2002. 

In accordance with the criteria set forth in MPEP 
710.06, the undersigned encloses, as evidence to establish a 
delay in receipt of outgoing mail from the Office, a copy of 
the Office action transmittal sheet {PTO-90C) having stamped 
thereon the date of receipt of the Office action at the 

RECEIVED 


correspondence address , 


m 2 1 2002 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2800 
SPECIAL PROGRAM CENTER 


The undersigned states that the date of receipt of the 
Office action is January 29, 2002 at the correspondence 
address and further states that, as a strict procedure by the 
firm, the date of the receipt stamp indicates the day the 
stamped paper arrived at the correspondence address , 
Accordingly, it is submitted that the evidence being 
presented establishes the date of receipt of the Office 
action at the correspondence address. 

Since the Office action was received at the 
correspondence address with less than two months remaining in 
a shortened statutory period of three months, applicant 
petitions that the time for response be restarted as of the 
date of receipt of the Office action, that is, as of January 
29, 2002. 

Granting of the petition is respectfully requested. 
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